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OSBN Mission Fingerprint Background Checks Now
Required for All New Applicants

Continued on reverse.

   Who is required to be finger-
   printed and undergo a national

fingerprint-based criminal back-
ground check to be considered for
licensure/certification by the Oregon
State Board of Nursing (OSBN)?

Answer: As of 1-1-2008 all appli-
cants for new Oregon nursing licens-
es and nursing assistant certificates,
as well as applicants for Reactivation,
are required to undergo a national
(FBI) fingerprint-based background
check.  (This includes Endorsement
Applications, Exam Applications,
Reactivations, and Late Renewals 61
or more days past expiration date.)

The OSBN has performed state
background checks on all applica-
tions for many years; the addition of
national criminal background checks
will enhance the OSBN’s ability to
protect the public.

   Where can CNA applicants go
       to get their fingerprints taken?

Answer: Fingerprinting services are
available from most state and county
law enforcement agencies.  Finger-
printing services can be found under
“Fingerprinting” in the yellow pages
or by doing an Internet search.  Fees
for fingerprinting services at the fin-
gerprinting locations vary.

If you have Internet access, visit
the Oregon Lottery website for a list
of fingerprinting locations that use

LIVESCAN (http://info.oregonlottery.
org/rca/fingerprintinglocations.pdf).
This method uses an electronic scan-
ning device, instead of ink, and is
generally more efficient.

   Do applicants have to use the
       fingerprint card that the Board
of Nursing sent with the application,
or can they use a blank card supplied
at the fingerprinting facility?

Answer: Applicants may use either
the card supplied by the OSBN or
the fingerprinting facility version.
The OSBN includes a fingerprint
card with the application simply for
convenience.

   One of my students recently
      submitted her fingerprints
through the Oregon Department of
Human Services (DHS) as part of a
criminal background check.  Does
she also have to submit fingerprints
with her application to the Oregon
State Board of Nursing?

Answer: It depends—If she submit-
ted her CNA application to the
OSBN within 180 days of when her
fingerprint process was completed
through the Department of Human
Services (DHS), she does not need to
submit her fingerprints again for the
OSBN.  She should simply mark the
appropriate box in Section 1 of the
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is published to inform those who train, test
and employ CNAs about current laws relating
to nursing, Oregon State Board of Nursing
policies and activities, and issues pertaining to
the regulation of CNAs and education.

Please call Barbara Holtry, Public Information
Officer at 971-673-0658, with comments.

Fingerprint Background Checks Continued from front.

OSBN Identity Verification Form
(part of her application packet) and
send it with her application.

If her fingerprint background check
through the Oregon DHS was com-
pleted more than 180 days before she
submitted her OSBN application,
she will need to submit new prints.

   One of my students recently
       submitted her fingerprints to
the Oregon State Police (OSP).  Does
she have to submit fingerprints with
her application to the OSBN?

Answer: Yes.  Fingerprints submitted
to the OSP for background checks are
not available for use by the OSBN.
She will need to submit a new finger-
print card along with an Identity

Verification form to the OSBN.

   One of my medication aide stu-
       dents has an active CNA certifi-
cate in Oregon and he’s ready to apply
for CMA certification.  Does he have
to submit fingerprints even though
he’s already licensed in Oregon?

Answer: Yes.  The OSBN requires a
FBI fingerprint-based criminal back-
ground check on all initial applica-
tions, regardless of whether a person
is already licensed or certified.

   What does an applicant need to
       take with him/her to the finger-
printing facility?

Answer: When an applicant goes to
the fingerprinting facility of their
choice, he/she will be required to
bring and show a government-issued
picture identification.  The applicant
should also take the OSBN Identity
Verification form, the blank finger-
print card supplied in their applica-
tion packet (fingerprinting facilities
will also have blank cards), and the
manila envelope for the fingerprint-

ing official to enclose and seal the
card and identification form.

    If a person’s fingerprint card is
       rejected, does she/he have to pay
the processing fee again?

Answer: The fingerprint processing
fee will cover up to three rejections of
fingerprints.  However, applicants
will need to submit a new card and
Identity Verification form if the first
(or second) card is rejected.

   One of my students printed a
       CNA application from the
OSBN website.  She has the Identity
Verification form and plans to use a
blank fingerprint card from the fin-
gerprinting facility.  Can she send
the application, fees and fingerprint
documents in the same envelope?

Answer:  Yes.  Applicants are welcome
to send the fingerprint card, Identity
Verification form completed and
sealed, with their CNA application
and payment for certification and
fingerprint-based background check
process fee all in the same envelope.
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